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Girls are considered to have passed their
prime when they number from sixteen to eigh-
teen years; even the poorest peasant would
object to a wife of eighteen.

There has been the same difficulty to en-
counter in every age of Mussulmaun history in
Hindoostaun; and in the darker periods of civi-
lization, the obstacles to settling their daugh-
ters to advantage induced the villagers and the
uneducated to follow the example of the Raj-
poots, viz,, to destroy the greater proportion of
females at their birth. In the present age,
this horrid custom is never heard of amongst any
classes of the Mussulmaun population; but by
the Rajpoot Hindoos it is still practised, as one
of their chiefs very lately acknowledged in the
presence of a friend of mine. I have often heard
Meer Hadjee Shaah declare, that it was a com-
mon occurrence within his recollection, among
the lower classes of the people in the immediate
vicinity of Loodesanah, where he lived when a
boy; and that the same practice existed in the
Oude territory, amongst the peasantry even at
a much later date. One of the .Nuwaubs of